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OLYMPIC AND PARALYMPIC LEGACY FUNDER SINGLES OUT PLYMOUTH CHARITY FOR ONE 

OF TWO UK GRANTS 
 

A panel of young people from across the UK belonging to national funder ‘Spirit of 2012’ has 

chosen Plymouth Music Zone as one of their first recipient projects nationally.   

 

The youth panel awarded almost £50,000 for the Devonport music charity’s ‘Rhythm and Respect’ 

project.  The one year programme will use music to bring people of all generations together to 

reduce social isolation across the city.  Spirit of 2012 was established with an endowment from the 

Big Lottery Fund.  It aims to recreate the spirit that radiated from the London 2012 Olympic and 

Paralympic Games by investing in events as catalysts for change for people and communities 

across the UK.     
 

Plymouth Music Zone’s Executive Director, Debbie Geraghty, explained: “We’re utterly delighted 

that Spirit’s Youth Advisory Panel singled out our Rhythm and Respect programme to support. It’s 

invigorating to partner with a funder like Spirit that genuinely values the empowerment of young 

people and who we share so much in common with. Like Spirit, we’re committed to sharing our 

learning and to making as much of a difference to communities as possible and this project will 

help us do all of that.  This feels like a perfect match. We can’t wait to get started!”   

 

The ‘Rhythm and Respect’ project will bring people together from different generations, abilities 

and cultures to make music and perform together.  It focuses on building skills, confidence 

understanding and tolerance which appealed to members of the youth advisory panel who 

made the decision.  The special panel is made up of a diverse range of young people from across 

the UK and this is the first time they’ve had control of the funder’s purse strings.  Along with 

Plymouth Music Zone, they also decided to fund a reading project for young offenders in Northern 

Ireland. 

 

Carl Konadu, Chair of Spirit’s Youth Advisory Panel, said: “We are so excited to launch our first 

project as the Spirit Youth Advisory Panel. One of the main reasons we all joined the panel was to 

make an impact in local communities and these two awards will do exactly that.  We've had the 

privilege of creating the grant from scratch, with the fantastic support of the Spirit staff and Board, 

and we look forward to working with Plymouth Music Zone and Verbal arts Centre to help better 

the lives of the people in these communities.” 

 

The ‘Rhythm and Respect’ project will be targeting around 100 socially isolated young people as 

well as many more people of all ages across Plymouth.  It will start later this month at the award 

winning charity’s Devonport based community music centre.   
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Notes to Editors: 

 

Information about Plymouth Music Zone:  

 

Plymouth Music Zone's work focuses on using music as a powerful tool to develop skills and the 

health and emotional wellbeing of participants.  For more information visit 

http://www.plymouthmusiczone.org.uk or contact Debbie Geraghty, Executive Director, on 

01752 213690. 

 

Media contact:  

Jeany Robinson, Development Manager, Plymouth Music Zone  

T: 01752 213690  

E: jeany@plymouthmusiczone.org.uk  

Facebook: www.facebook.com/PlymouthMusicZone 

Twitter: @PMZOfficial 

 

Information about Spirit of 2012: 

 

“Spirit of 2012 was established by the Big Lottery Fund in November 2013 with an endowment of 

£47m. Spirit invests in happiness. Our vision is that all people are equally empowered to get out, be 

involved and feel better. We believe in equal chances; we’re working to ensure the spirit that 

radiated from the London 2012 Olympics and Paralympics is felt across the UK. By connecting 

events to communities across the country, we ensure our investment is of local, regional and 

national benefit. We tackle isolation and disadvantage by supporting those providing 

opportunities in sports and physical activity, culture and the arts, social action and volunteering.”   

 

http://www.spiritof2012trust.org.uk/spirit-2012%E2%80%99s-youth-advisory-panel-awards-its-first-

funding-grants 

 

 

Spirit of 2012 Youth Advisory Panel YouTube video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h70iQ63uP10 

 

Media contact: 

Ben Brown, Brand, Communications and Programme Officer 

T:  020 3701 7440 

E:  ben.brown@spiritof2012trust.org.uk 

http://www.spiritof2012trust.org.uk/  

 

 

 

       
 

 

 

Related links: 

 

Verbal Arts Centre:  

http://theverbal.co  

 


